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INTRODUCTION 
A. GENERALITIES 

When 45 years ago the late Prof. Spiegelberg published the Paris papyri of the 
present group of letters I, together with the two Leiden examples and some of 
the Turin ones, his publication was an outstanding achievement. Not only did 
he recognise that all of them were closely related, but he also produced the firSt 
serious attempt to interpret them, giving in his publication a transcript into 
hieroglyphs, translation and commentary of each papyrus. That a new Study of 
them should be undertaken now hardly needs justification. In Spiegelberg's 
early years real knowledge of cursive hieratic was in its infancy and so much new 
andim portant experience has been acquired since in this field, that it was certain a new 
examination would result in considerable improvement upon his pioneer work. 
Moreover, Spiegelberg's edition did not exhauSt all the materials, and he himself 
was aware of a papyrus at Turin and three others in the British Museum which 
he was unable to include. The Turin and Leiden papyri were accessible to him. 
only in the imperfect facsimiles published previously. Gradually, also, more and 
more papyri were turning up which belonged to the group of his Correspondances. 
Dr. Gardiner collated the papyri published by Spiegelberg for the Berlin Diction­
ary, adding the new letter from Turin and the papyrus then at Salisbury, and 
his collations showed that his predecessor had in no way solved all the problems 
presented by these difficult documents. Owing to the pressure of other tasks he 
never actually embarked upon the new edition which he had planned and his 
contribution in print did not go beyond publishing in 1909 a new letter which 
at that time belonged to Rev. A.E. Suffrin 2. Prof. Erman, whose interest in late 
New Kingdom texts never ceased, in 1913 made accessible three letters acquired 
by the Berlin Museum 3, and eventually Prof. Blackman added a British Museum 
papyrus in 1926 4. 

A few years later, Prof. Peet and myself independently collated moSt of the 
Correspondances papyri for the sake of practice, and when it became clear that 
Spiegelberg's materials could now be nearly doubled, Prof. Peet, with Dr. Gar­
diner's full approval, decided to undertake a new edition of the whole bulk. 
Unfortunately his premature death prevented him from accomplishing his task, 
but his note-books show how far advanced were his preparations. Several 

1. Correspondances du temps des rois-pretres in Notices et extraits des manuscrits de la Bibliotheque Nationale, 
XXXIV, Z, Paris 1895 . 
. z. P.S.B.A., XXXI, 5 ff. 

3. ERMAN, E in Fall abgekiirzter Justiz in Aegypten, in Abhandlrmgen d. Kgl. Preuss. Ak. d. Wissensch., phil.­
hist. C/., 1913, Nr. 1. 

4. J.E.A., XII (19z6), 184 ff. 
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INTRODUCTION 

unknown British Museum papyri which he was able to copy were too important 
to remain unpublished for long, and when Prof. Capart identified the Geneva 
papyri as also belonging to this group, Dr. Gardiner and the present writer 
decided that the publication could not be delayed any longer. Encouraged by 
Dr. Gardiner and offered hospitality for his work by Prof. Cap art in the Bibliotheca 
Aegyptiaca, the present writer visited once more all the collections where letters 
of the group were preserved and finally collated all of them. In addition to this, 
his transcriptions of the London, Paris and Geneva papyri were checked on the 
originals by Dr. Gardiner, who also read the whole manuscript. To him are due 
many important suggeStions and corrections, as well as conStant advice in any 
matter connected with this pu blication. _ 

In eStablishing my first text I had Gardiner's and Peet's note-books before me. 
lt would have been fair to State, in every case where our readings differed, to 
whom among the three belongs the credit for the reading finally adopted. Such 
a Statement would, however, have been irrelevant to the Student and would have 
given the notes an impossible extension. Moreover it would hardly have been 
juSt to those whose readings were rejected, as it is possible that they would have 
found the true reading, if given the opportunity to consult the originals again 
and again. The name of the author of a particular reading has, therefore, been 
mentioned only exceptionally, and mainly in cases where there is a choice between 
several equally doubtful readings. lt is for me to assume the whole ultimate 
responsibility, having been given ample opportunity to Study the originals or 
all documents published in this volume. 

The notes aim at concision and avoid any discussion concerning the contents 
of the letters and the meaning of particular passages, as such discussions are 
reserved for a special volume of translations and commentary which is in prepara­
tion and will, it is hoped, be published before long. 

Nearly all facsimiles of groups or signs were drawn on tracing-paper from the 
originals themselves and reproduced in the notes in full size; only aJew additional 
ones which proved necessary in the final copy of the manuscript were made from 
photographs or reliable facsimiles contained in our note-books. 

During my Studies in collections, public and private, I everywhere met with 
the greateSt help from those who were in any way connected with them, and I feel 
under a heavy obligation to Mr. Guy Brunton of the Cairo Museum, to M. Deonna 
of Geneva, to the late Mrs. Griffith of Oxford, to Prof. Farina of the Turin Museum, 
to Mr. T.F. Fenwick of Cheltenham, to M. Lauer of the Bibliotheque Nationale, 
to Prof. Schubart of the Berlin, Museum, to Mr. Sidney Smith of the British 
Museum, to Mr. W.C. Simmons of Bournemouth and to Dr. van Wijngaarden 
of the Leiden Museum, for their kind permission to publish here the, papyri in 
their charge or possession. M. Stricker in Rotterdam presented me with photo­
graphs of some of the Paris papyri, Mr. I.E.S. Edwards of the British Museum 
made a long search in the archives of his collection, and Dr. Ibscher devoted much 
time and skill to remounting the Geneva letters and some of the Paris papyri, 
as well as to discussing with me various technical queStions connected with my 
texts and their external form. But I can hardly find appropriate words to express 

VI 
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my gratitude to Dr. Gardiner for all his help, without which the present publica­
tion would never have been possible. 

B. DESCRIPTION OF THE PAPYRI 

The Student should be reminded that recto means, throughout this book, that 
side of the papyrus where the letter Starts, verso being the opposite side which 
either contains the end of the text or is left blank. Thus recto and verso entirely 
disregard the position of the fibres of the papyrus. HjV, on the contrary, design­
ates the side where the horizontal fibres lie uppermoSt, while VjH is the side 
showing the vertical ones. In all papyri the top of the retlo corresponds to the 
bottom of the verso. The information bearing on the acquisition and provenance 
of the papyri is colleCted in the next seCtion (C). -

1. PAP. LEIDEN I 369 

13 cm. in height, 21 cm. in breadth. Complete except for the upper part of 
nearly all signs of the firSt line of the retlo. Retlo VjH, verso H jV. Address at 
the bottom of the verso. Folded horizontally, but no folds visible with exception 
of one near the top of the recto. Facsimile pub1. by Leemans, Aegyptische hilratische 
Pap"yrussen ... van het Nederlandsche Museum van Oudheden Ie Leiden, pI. 180; trans­
cription by Spiegelberg, Correspondances, pp. 25-26. 

2. PAP. TURIN 1973 

22,5 cm. in height, 18 cm. in breadth, incomplete at the left of the retlo. Retlo 
VjH, verso H jV. Address at the bottom of the verso. A horizontal join 7 cm. 
from the top of the recto. Broken into 13 .(?) Strips increasing in height from 
bottom to top. Facsimile pub1. by Pleyte-Rossi, Pap. de Turin, pI. 129-130; 
transcription by Spiegelberg, Correspondances, pp. 28-29 (verso), 36-37 (recto). 

3. PAP. BIBL. NAT. 199, V-IX + 196, V + 198, IV 

ConsiSts of 7.adjoining fragments, B.N. 199, 5-9, 198, IV and 196, V, formerly 
mounted in disorder, but correCtly rearranged by Dr. Ibscher and myself. The 
papyrus measures now 19,5 cm. in height, max. breadth preserved (on 196, V) 
is 19 cm., but there muSt be Still 2 or 3 cm. loSt at the right. Incomplete at right 
and a narrow Strip loSt at the top of the retlo, but 1. I is probably the original 
firSt line. Recto VjH, verso HjV. No address preserved. Horizontal join about 
8,5 cm. from the top of the recto. 5 horiz. folds. Transcription pub1. by Spiegel­
berg, Correspondances, pp. 82-86 (= Bib1. Nat. 199, 5-9) and 54-55 (= B.N. 
196, V); the latter fragments also in a photograph on pI. VII and VIII. Bib1. Nat. 
198, IV has not been previously published. 

4. PAP. TURIN 1972 

19 cm. in height, 21 cm. in bre-adth, 'compl~te except for the left top corner, the 
loss affeCting the ends of 11. I and 2 of the recto and the upper parts of signs at 
the end of 1. 3. Recto VjH, verso HjV. · Blank space left at the end of the laSt line 
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of the retlo and verso. No address. Judging from the colour the papyrus is 
probably palimpseSt, though no traces of the old writing are visible; but it is 
juSt possible that the 7 lines washed off after the laSt line of the verso belong to 
the old text. A few horizontal Strips are visible, the bottom Strip measuring 12 mm., 
the top Strip 20 mm. in height. Facsimile pubI. by Pleyte-Rossi, Pap. de Turin, 
pI. II6-II7 ,; transcription by Spiegelberg, Correspondances, pp. 33-35' 

5. PAP. LEIDEN I 370 

24 cm. in height, 21 cm. in breadth, complete. Retlo V/H, verso H/V. No 
address. No folds visible. Facsimile Still useful, as the writing has grown much 
paler since the publication by Leemans, Aegyptiscbe biC'ratiscbe Papyrussen, 
pI. 181-182; transcription by Spiegelberg, Correspondances, pp. 39-42. 

6. PAP. GRIFFITH 

22,5 cm. in height, 22 cm. in breadth, complete. Retlo V/H, verso H/V. 
Address at the bottom of the verso. PalimpseSt on the retlo only. The papyrus 
was folded from bottom to top, but only the top fold visible. Coarse ugly writing. 
Hitherto unpublished. 

7. PAP. BIBL. NAT. 197, IV 

9,5 cm. in height, 21 cm. in breadth, complete. Retlo V/H, verso H/V. The 
papyrus seems palimpseSt, but the old writing is well washed off. Broken into 
7 narrow Strips. The address is written upside down in respect to the text of the 
verso and about 1,5 cm. from the bottom, on the second Strip. Published in 
transcription by Spiegelberg, Correspondances, pp. 31-32. 

8. PAP. GENEVA D 407 

29 cm. in height, 22 cm. in breadth, complete except for holes and some losses 
at the border. Retlo V/H, verso H/V. The beginning of the retlo is 2,5 cm. 
from the upper border, the blank space being filled up with an additional remark 
in 3 lines. Address at the bottom of the verso. A join at 6 cm. from the bottom 
of the retlo. Broken into 12 Strips increasing in height from bottom to top. 
Hitherto unpublished. 

9. PAP. BRIT. MUS. 10326 

Also marked" 8 B'59 ", "SALT. 1821" printed on the frame, "155" written in 
pencil on the papyrus. 28,5 cm. in height, 21,5 cm. in breadth; practically com­
plete. Retlo V/H, verso H/V. Lines are of unequal length. Address at the bot­
tom of the verso. Broken into 12 ho£1zontal Strips (plus one loSt at the top of the 
retlo) increasing in height from bottom to top (2 cm. at bottom, 3 cm. at actual 
top). Not palimpseSt. Hitherto unpublished. 

10. PAP. BIBL. NAT. 196, II 

15,5 cm. in height, 10 cm. in breadth; complete except for the left bottom 
corner, where there is a loss of 8,5 cm. at the end of the verso, 1. 1, and a lacuna 
of 3 cm. in the middle of retlo, 1. 1 (= verso, address). Retlo V/H, verso H/V. 
2 cm. left blank at the bottom of the verso. Address. PalimpseSt. No folds 
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discernible. Vertical break nearly in the middle of the papyrus. Published in 
photograph by Spiegelberg, Correspondances, pI. III-IV; transcripti9n, ib., 
pp. 19-22. 

II. PAP. BIBL. NAT. 197, II 

13,5 cm. in height, 19,5 cm. in breadth; incomplete at the right of the reao 
and verso, as well as at the beginning of 11. 1 and 2 of the reao. Reao VjH, 
verso HjV. Address at the bottom of the verso. Palimpsest. In 6 strips increasing 
in height from bottom to top of the reao. Vertical break in the middle of the 
papyrus. Published in transcription by Spiegelberg, Correspondances, pp. 23-24. 

12. PAP. BERLIN P. 10494 

Belonged formerly to Rev. A.E. Suffrin. 22 cm. in height, 22 cm. in breadth; 
complete. Reao VjH, -verso HjV. Address at the bottom of the verso. Palim­
psest. Published in photograph and transcription by Gardiner, P.S.B.A. XXXI 
(1909), 5-13. 

13. PAP. TURIN, UNNUMBERED 

Consisting of 8 adjoining fragments and a loose one the position of which 
is not certain. Height (as far as preserved) 20 cm.; max. breadth preserved 
10,5 cm. Incomplete at right and at bottom of the reffo. Reao VjH, verso HjV. 
Lines 7 to 10 of the verso are more crowded than the rest; a blank space of 4,5 cm. 
left after the last line of the verso. No address. Hitherto unpublished. 

1 

14. PAP. BRIT MUS. 10417 

Also marked " Salt 157 1821" and " 9 A. 80 '''. 2 5,5 cm. in height, 21,5 cm. in 
breadth; nearly complete. Reao VjH, verso HjV. Address lost. Published 
in transcription by Blackman, J.E.A. XII (1926), 184 ff. 

15 . PAP. PHILLIPPS 

Now in possession ofT. Fitzroy Fenwick Esq., Thirlstaine House, Cheltenham. 
32,5 cm. in height, 21,5 cm. in breadth; complete. The lacuna at the beginning 
of 1. 17 of the reao was evidently already present when the papyrus was written. 
Reffo VjH, verso HjV. Address at the bottom of verso. Hitherto unpublished. 

16. PAP. TURIN 1971 

19,5 cm. in height, 22 cm. in breadth; complete. Reao VjH, verso HjV. 
Blank space left after the last line of the verso. Address 2 cm. from the bottom 
of the verso. Palimpsest. Two joins, 3 and 15 cm. respectively from the top of the 
reffo. Only 2 strips at the top of the reao discernible. Hitherto unpublished. 

17. PAP. GENEVA D 192 

19,5 cm. in height, 19 cm. in breadth; complete. Reffo VjH, verso HjV. 
Address at -the bottom of the verso. Palimpsest on the reffo and on the address 
of the verso. A space of 3 cm. left blank at the bottom of the reao. A horizontal 
join of the first strip on the reffo must belong to the original roll. Broken into 
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8 Strips increasing in height from bottom to top of the refto; a vertical break in 
the middle of the papyrus. Hitherto unpublished. 

18. PAP. BIBL. NAT. 197, III 

10,5 cm. in height, 21 cm. in breath; complete except for holes. Refto V/H, 
verso H/V. Address at the bottom of the verso. PalimpseSt. Published in 
transcription by Spiegelberg, Correspondances, pp. 17-18. 

19. PAP. BIBL. NAT 196, I 

15,5 cm. in height, 19,5 cm. in breadth; complete. Refto, H/V, verso VjH. 
Address at the bottom of the verso. PalimpseSt. 6 Strips. Published in trans­
cription by Spiegelberg, Correspondances, p' , 15 ; photograph, ibid., pI. I-II. 

20. PAP. BIBL. NAT. 197, V 

14,5 cm. in height, 19 cm. in breadth; complete except for many holes and a 
Strip loSt at the top of the refto. Refto VjH, verso H/V. Traces of address at the 
bottom of the verso. PalimpseSt, but well washed off. Published in transcription 
by Spiegelberg, Correspondances, pp. 59-60. 

21. PAP. BERLIN P. 10487 

17 cm. in height, 21,5 cm. in breadth; complete. Refto firSt VjH and from the 
join (just in 1. 4) H/V; verso firSt VjH and then HjV. Address at the bottom of 
the verso; between the laSt line of the verso and the address a space of 4,5 cm. left 
blank. Found together with pap. Berlin 10488 and 1°489. Published in photo­
graph and transcription by Erman, Ein Fall abgekiirzter 'justiz in Aegypten, in 
Abbandlungen d. Kgl. Preuss. Ak. d. Wissenscb., pbil.-bist. Cl., 1913, Nr. 1; impor­
tant corrections suggeSted by Gardiner, Journal of Mancbester Univ. Egypt. and Or. 
Society 1912-13, pp. 57-64. 

22. PAP. TURIN 1975 

12 cm. in height, 22 cm. in breadth; complete. Refto VjH, verso HjV. Address; 
between the laSt line of the verso and the address 5 cm. of blank space. PalimpseSt. 
A few folds visible. Very thick papyrus. Published in facsimile by Pleyte-Rossi, 
Papyrus de Turin, pI. 126-127; transcription by Spiegelberg, Correspondances, 
pp. 13-14. 

23. PAP. BRIT. MUS. 10300 

Also marked" 8 A. 129 " and" Salt 161 1821 ". 23 cm. in height, 19,5 cm. in 
breadth; complete. The Strip mounted at the bottom of the refto does not belong 
to this papyrus. Refto HjV; verso VjH. PalimpseSt. Address at the bottom of 
the verso; 8 cm. left blank between, the laSt line of the verso and the address. 
Hitherto unpublished. 

24. PAP. TURIN 1974+1945 

21,5 cm. in height, 21 cm. in breadtli ; complete except for lacunae. Refto VjH, 
verso HjV. Address at the bottom of the verso; blank space of 5 cm.left between 
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the last line of the verso and the address. PalimpseSt. No folds discernible, but 
there is a vertical break in the middle of the papyrus. Cat. 1974 published by 
Pleyte-Rossi, Papyrus de Turin, pI. I 14-II 5 ; Cat. 1945 hitherto unpublished. 

25. PAP. BIBL. NAT. 196, IV 

10 cm. in height, 22,5 cm. in breadth; complete only at bottom. Very little 
seems loSt on the left; considerable loss on the right. The firSt line of the reffo 
seems the original firSt line, but only the bottoms of signs are preserved. The 
verso bears only one line, the beginning of which is now loSt. Reffo V jH, verso 
HjV. Address at the end of the verso, but only its end preserved. PalimpseSt. 
Published in transcription by Spiegelberg, CorresRond{lnces, pp. 47-48; photo­
gra phs, ibid., pI. VII-VIII. 

26. PAP. GENEVA D 187 

17 cm. in height, 16,5 cm. in breadth; incomplete at left of the reffo. Reffo VjH, 
verso HjV. Address at the bottom of the verso. No folds discernible. Hitherto 
unpublished. 

27. PAP. TURIN·· 1979 

22 cm. in height, 20 cm. broad at top of the reffo, 16,5 cm. at bottom; this difference 
is original, as in the laSt line of the reffo nothing is loSt at the beginning and the 
writing follows the right hand edge of the papyrus. Complete, but full of holes. 
Reffo VjH, verso HjV. Address at the bottom of the verso; 6 cm. of blank space 
between the last line of the verso and the address. Coarse ugly writing. PalimpseSt. 
Hitherto unpublished. 

27A. PAP. BRIT. MUS. 10433 

Also marked "SALT. 1821" on the frame, "9A.96" on a label and "128" in ink. 
I I cm. in height, 10 cm. in breadth. Incomplete at the right of the reffo, perhaps 
also at the bottom. Reffo VjH, verso HjV. Broken in 5 horizontal Strips. Address 
at the bottom of the verso. Very tall writing on the reffo, smaller on the verso. 
Hitherto unpublished. 

28. PAP. BRIT. MUS. 10375 

Also marked "9 A.37" and "Salt 238 1821"; 44 cm. in height, 24,5 cm. in 
breadth; complete. Reffo HjV, verso VjH. Address at the bottom of the verso. 
No blank margin left. Fairly cursive writing, except for the beginning and the 
address. Perhaps palimpseSt. Vertical join, 2,5 cm. from the right border of the 
rello. The papyrus was rolled into a very thin roll, and is crushed into 21 very nar­
row Strips, increasing in height from bottom to top, the bottom Strip being about 
I cm., the top one about 3,5 cm. high. Hitherto unpublished. 

29. PAP. BRIT. MUS. 10284 

Also marked "239" in ink and "8 A.II2" on a printed label. 16 cm. in height, 
18,5 cm. in breadth. Reffo VjH, verso HjV. Address at the bottom of the verso. 
Not palimpseSt. Hitherto unpublished. 

XI 



INTRODUCTION 

30. PAP. BRIT. MUS. 10ICO 

"2 8" 
Also marked "6 B.45" and _3_ . 28 cm. in height, 22 cm. in breadth. Reefo 

2 

V/H, verso H/V. Address, if any, covered by the frame. PalimpseSt. Broken 
into 17 horizontal Strips. Hitherto unpublished. 

31. PAP. BIBL. NAT. 196, III 

18 cm. in height, 20 cm. in breadth; with a fragment now incorrectly mounted 
(= Bibl. Nat. 196, fragt. I and 2 of Spiegelberg) complete in height, but about 
10,5 cm. loSt at the left of the reefo and about? cm. to the right of the reefo, 
1. 2. Reefo V/H, verso H/V. Address at the bottom of the verso, immediately 
beneath the text. PalimpseSt. Published in transcription by Spiegelberg, Corres­
pondances, pp. 52-53 ; photograph, ibid., pI. V-VI. 

32. PAP. BIBL. NAT. 199, I 

13,5 cm. in height, 23 cm. in breadth; practically complete. Gummed on 
cardboard, V/H exposed. No address. Not palimpseSt. Published in trans­
cription by Spiegelberg, Correspondances, p. 77. 

33. PAP. BIBL. NAT . .199, II 

Though not a letter, included in this publication on account of its possible 
connection with Bibl. Nat. 199, 1. 12,5 cm. in height, 19,5 cm. in breadth; 
some loss at the left. Gummed on cardboard, H/V exposed. A space left blank 
after the laSt line. Not palimpseSt. Published in transcription by Spiegelberg, 
Correspondances, p. 78. 

34. PAP. BERLIN P. 10488 

10,5 cm. in height, 22 cm. in breadth; complete. Reefo V/H, verso H/V. The 
verso contains only one line at the top. No address. Found together with Pap. 
Berlin P. 10487 and 1°489. For bibliography cf. above p. X, no. 21. 

35. PAP. BERLIN p. 104 89 

12 cm. in height, 22,5 cm. in breadth; complete. Reefo V/H, verso H/V. 
Address at the bottom of the verso. Found together with Pap. Berlin P. 10487 
and 10488. For bibliography cf. above p. X, no. 21. 

36. PAP. BRIT. MUS. 10412 

Also marked "VALENTIA" on frame and "9 A.75" on a label. 23,5 cm. in 
height, 22 cm. in breadth; complete. Re[fo V/H, verso H/V. Address at the 
bottom of the verso. Not palimpseSt. Horizontal folds almoSt invisible; vertical 
break at 1/3 from the left hand border. Hitherto unpublished. 

37. PAP. GENEVA D 191 

24 cm. in height, 22 cm. in breadth; nearly complete, only right-hand top corner 
of the reefo being loSt. Reefo V/H, verso' H/V. No address, as the illegible laSt 
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line at the bottom of the verso does not seem to contain an address. Not palimpseSt. 
Broken into I I horizontal Strips increasing in height from bottom to top of the 
retlo. Hitherto unpublished. 

38. PAP. TURIN, UNNUMBERED 

In two vertical Strips, 17 cm. x 10,5 cm. (r}ght) and 20,5 cm. X 9,5 cm. (left) ; 
incomplete in the middle and probably also at the bottom of the retlo. Retlo 
VjH, verso HjV. The verso is blank except for the address at the bottom. Hitherto 
unpublished. 

39. PAP. TURIN 2069 

26 cm. in height, 12,5 cm. in breadth; consiSting of two fragments numbered 
13 I and 132. The left half of the papyrus is loSt; probably Ao loss at the bottom 
of the ref/o. Retlo VjH, verso HjV. The verso bears one line only at the top 
and the address at the bottom. A horizontal join at 3 cm. from the top of the 
retlo. Hitherto unpublished. 

40. PAP. TURIN 2021, verso 

A patch, 13 cm. in height and 41 cm. in breadth, glued on the verso of Pap. 
Turin 2021, which contains a legal text, againSt its laSt page. Only two lines, 
the reSt having been cut off. The piece is H jV, while the remain~er of the verso 
of 2021 is VjH. Coarse writing. Published in transcription by Cerny and Peet, 
J.E.A. XIII (1927), pI. 15. 

41. PAP. CAIRO 58061 

13 cm. in height, -Z1 cm. in breadth; complete. Retlo VjH, verso HjV. Address 
at the bottom of the verso. PalimpseSt. The beginning of the palimpseSt letter 
Stands at the bottom of the actual retlo in the blank space after nfr snb.k. This 
older letter too had an address at the bottom of the verso (= top of the actual 
retlo). The papyrus was folded in each case from bottom to top; it shows a 
vertical break in the middle. Hitherto unpublished. 

42. PAP. BRIT. MUS. 10430 , 

Also marked "9A.93" on a printed label and "248" in ink. 20,5 cm. in height, 
10 cm. in breadth; incomplete at right and left, perhaps also at the bottom, of the 
retlo. Retlo VjH, verso HjV. Address, if any, covered by the frame. Blank space 
left after the laSt line of the verso. Not palimpseSt. Hitherto unpublished. 

43. PAP. BIBL. NAT. 197, VI 

15,5 cm. in height, 19,5 cm. in breadth, incomplete at left, a narrow Strip 
probably missing at the top. Retlo VjH, verso HjV. Address on the verso loSt. 
Not palimpseSt. Published in transcription by Spiegelberg, Correspondances, 
pp. 61-62. 

44. PAP. BOURNEMOUTH 

Formerly in the Blackmore Museum, Salisbury; presented in 193 I to the 
museum of the Bournemouth Natural Science Society, where it bears the number 
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17/1931. 24,5 cm. in height, 10 cm. in breadth; incomplete at left, where 
presumably half of all the lines is loSt. Stuck on a piece of cambric, through 
which no text, not even the address, is discernible on the verso. The exposed 
reffo is H/V. PalimpseSt. Hitherto unpublished. 

45. PAP. BIBL. NAT. 198, I 

23 cm. in height, 17,5 cm. in breadth; practically complete except for beginnings 
of reffo, l. I and 2. That reffo l. I is the original firSt line, is shown by the verso, 
which bears here the address. Reffo V /H, verso H/V. Remains of address at 
the bottom of the verso. Not palimpseSt. Published in transcription by Spiegel­
berg, Correspondances, pp. 64-65' 

) 

46. PAP. BIBL. NAT. 198, II 

20,5 cm. in height, 21,5 cm. in breadth; incomplete at the top of the reffo. 
Reffo V /H, verso H/V. Address at the bottom of the verso loSt. PalimpseSt on 
both sides. Published by Spiegelberg, Correspondances, pp. 68-70' 

47. PAP. BIBL. NAT. 198, III 

23 cm. in height, 19,5 cm. in breadth; incomplete at the top of the reffo. 
Two old holes in the body of the papyrus (cf. the notes to the transcription). 
Reffo H/V, verso V /H. Trace of address at the bottom of the recto. Not palimpseSt. 
Short lacuna in the middle of the lines originates in the papyrus having been 
folded here. One tiny loose fragment mounted above the papyrus and showing 
traces of two signs could not be placed. Published by Spiegelberg, Correspon­
dances, pp. 74-76. 

48. PAP. BIBL. NAT. 199, III 

11,5 cm. in height, 19 cm. in breadth; incomplete at the top and at left. Gummed 
on cardboard, the exposed side is V /H. No address. Not palimpseSt. Published 
by Spiegelberg, Correspondances, p. 79. 

49. PAP. BIBL. NAT. 199, IV 

6,5 cm. in height, 12 cm. in breadth; complete only at left and probably at the 
bottom of the reffo. That the actual laSt line of the reffo is the original laSt line, 
is probable from the verso, the firSt line of which is preceded by a blank space, 
broader than the usual distance of the lines of the verso. Reffo H/V, verso V /H. 
Reffo is palimpseSt, verso not. Published in transcription by Spiegelberg, Correspon­
dances, pp. 8 I -82. 

50. PAP. TURIN 2026 

22,5 cm. in height, 17 cm. in breadth; incomplete at top and to the right of the 
reffo. Reffo V /H, verso H/V. A blank space of 7 cm. left after the laSt line or 
the verso; no trace of address, which was probably loSt with the bottom of the 
verso. Not palimpseSt. Hitherto unpublished. 
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5 I. FRAGMENT BELONGING TO Dr. A. H. GARDINER 

15 cm. in height, 6,5 cm. in breadth; incomplete at left and right. Reffo HjV, 
verso VjH. Address at the bottom of the verso. PalimpseSt. Hitherto unpublished. 

C. PROVENANCE OF THE PAPYRI 

None of the papyri here published has been found in modern excavations 
conducted by Europeans and about which adequate records have been kept. On 
the contrary, moSt of them were acquired by museums and private collectors 
long ago, undoubtedly after having passed through several hands. The majority 
seem to have appeared at about the end of the second decade/of the laSt century. 

P.ap. Berlin 10494 and Pap. Griffith were bought from the late Mr. Albert C. 
Macintosh, of Cardiff, and according to him "came from a tomb in Upper 
Thebes (sic/) in the year 1801" and had been kept "in a zinc box in a very old 
Strong room beneath a Solicitor's office in the City of London I." Mr. Macintosh's 
information is presumably derived from a label found in the box together with 
both papyri 2, and if any value is to be attached to its rather vague Statement, 
these papyri would be the firSt letters to emerge, some 17 years before the main 
bulk was excavated by natives in Thebes. 

The beSt clue to their precise provenance seems to be furnished by the Turin 
letters. These were all acquired by the Piedmont government in 1823 with the 
collection of Cav. Drovetti, who had been for several years collecting antiquities 
in Egypt. He did not excavate himself, but used to send his agents, especially 
a Frenchman named Rifaud, to dig with the help of natives or to buy antiquities 
which they themselves had found. Now Rifaud is known to have excavated in 
Thebes in 1818, and his presence there is mentioned by Caillaud, who visited 
the place between 29th January- and 14th February 18183. Since the greater part 
of Drovetti's collection came from Thebes or more precisely from Der el­
Medinah, as proved by numerous objects in his collection having. belonged to 
the "Servants in the Place of Truth" whose tombs and village are situated at 
that place, it seems likely that the Turin letters too came from Der el-Medinah, 
especially as the scribes DJ;lUtmose and Butehamun, the moSt prominent person­
ages in the letters, were attached to these "Servants in the Place of Truth". 
Caillaud himself bought the letters now at the Bibliotheque Nationale 4, but it 
is not certain whether on his second visit mentioned above, or on his firSt in 1817, 
when he spent nearly six months in Thebes and found plusieurs beaux morceaux 
qui ont ete Ie commencement d June colleffion assez interessante, aujourd J hui deposee d la 
Bibliotheque du Roi 5, now Bibliotheque Nationale. 

The two Leiden letters were bought in 1828 along with the collection or 
Chevalier d' AnaStasy, who had formed it about at the same time as Drovetti 

I. Letter of Mr. A.C. Macintosh of 2nd July 1929 to Prof. Griffith. 
2. Sugge~ed by his son, Mr. R.C. Macintosh in a letter. 
3. CA1LLAUD, Vqyage a I'oasis de Thebes, I, 81-83. 
4. SPIEGELBERG, Correspondances, p. 8, on the authority of the Bibliotheque's Catalogue. 
5. CA1LLAUD, Vqyage, p. 67. 
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And soon after that the Pap. Phillipps was "acquired by sale in auction by Evans 
on July 21 and two following days, 1831" I. 

As far as the British Museum letters are concerned they muSt come from an 
excavation contemporary with the finding of the Turin and Paris letters. Five' of 
them are definitely marked "Salt. 1821" and the other numbers 128 (=B.M. 10433), 
155 (=B.M. 10326), 157 (=B.M. 10417), 161 (=B.M. 10300) and 238 (= B.M. 
10375) seem to warrant the conclusion that three of the remaining four came 

from the same source, though they bear only the numbers 23
8 

(=B. M. 10100), 
2 

239 (=B.M. 10284) and 248 (=B.M. 10430). They undoubtedly formed part of a 
collection sold by Salt to the British Museum. Somewhere at the beginning of 
lj"ovember 1820, Salt "sent to England a large collection of very curious antiquities 
some of which were designed for the British Museum, and others for different 
noblemen and gentlemen "2. The antiquities must have reached the British 
Museum in the next year when our letters were labelled "Salt 1821"; the 
other numbers refer probably to a catalogue, either that of Salt or that of the 
British Museum, which is now lost 3. 

As to the letter Brit. Mus. 10412 now marked" Valentia" I should suggeSt 
that it was presented to the British Museum by Viscount Valentia, late Hon. George 
Annesley. Previously to his leaving England Salt had been requeSted by Lord 
Mountnorris, Viscount Valentia's father, to collect Egyptian antiquities for his 
museum at Arley Hall 4. With the assiStance of Riley, Salt procured antiquities 
and sent them to England, but the cases were opened at Malta, when a large 
proportion of the antiquities were seriously injured and "moSt of the papyri 
ground to duSt" 5. It seems probable that the pap. now Brit. Mus. 10412 was 
among them, escaped deStruction and was given later by Viscount Valentia to 
the British Museum. If so, it ultimately comes from Salt and was discovered in 
1818 at the lateSt. 

The Bournemouth papyrus was, according to a slip preserved with the papyrus, 
"found in the coffin of an Egyptian Mummy, at Thebes in Upper Egypt, in 
Febr. 1820. Presented by Mrs. Anthony Hamilton, The Palace." 

The Geneva papyri appeared pretty late: D 187, 191 and 192 "were given to 
or bought by, the Museum towards 1867" and D 407 "was bought by the Keeper 
in 1874" 6. I am unableto give any information about the Cairo pap. 58061, 
which has never been entered in the Journal dJEntree of that museum. 

It can, therefore, be safely assumed that our letters come from Thebes, or more 
precisely from Der el-Medinah, and were found by natives during their pillaging 
of the Theban Necropolis in 1817 and 1818. A few others came later from an 

I. Information due to T.P. Fenwick Esq. The pap. is no. 582 of the auction Catalogue. 
2. HALLS, The Life and Correspondence of Henry Salt, II, 178. 
3. I.E.S. Edwards was unable to find it despite an extensive search among the papers of the Brit. Museum 

of that period. 
4. HALLS, The Life and Correspondence of Henry Salt, I, 464-465. 
5. Salt's letter to the Earl of Mountnorris, dated Cairo 25th Sept. 1818, quoted by Halls, I. c., I, 488. 
6. According to information kindly supplied by Monsieur Deonna. 
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occasional dig, probably at the same place. This conclusion seems confirmed by 
the three Berlin papyri P. 10487-10489 and the Gardiner fragment, the first 
bought in 1912, the latter in 1933. Now, on both dates excavations were taking 
place in Der el-Medinah, those of the Service des AntiqlJitis in 1912 and those 
of the French Institute at Cairo in 1933. It would not be surprising if the Berlin 
papyri and Gardiner fragment has been stolen from the excavation by the inha­
bitants of Gurna or unearthed by them in the digging, which they are generally 
believed to ·continue on their own behalf in the summer during the absence of 
European excavators. 

D. EXTERNAL FORM OF THE LETTERS 

A closer examination of the form and actual condition of the letters reveals 
the way in which the scribe proceeded when writing them. This procedure was 
d~fferent from that of writing books and as nothing seems to ·have appeared about 
it in Egyptologicalliterature, this seems a good opportunity to deal shortly with 
the subject, basing the discussion on the whole bulk comprised in our series. 

As Ibscher pointed out long ago (Archiv liir Papyrusforschung, V,191-192) 
papyrus came on the market only in rolls which were rolled so that the horizontal 
fibres, i.e. those parallel to the longer side of the papyrus, were inside the roll, 
while the vertical fibres, parallel to the short side, were on the exterior (fig. I). 
Ibscher has explained also why this way had been chosen for rolling the papyrus, 
namely that it suffered less and kept longer than if the position of the fibres had 

I. 3 

I. 4 

>- -ttl ttH I ttttl ttttHtttl !+1ft I ttHlttt -<cut 

Fig. I. Fig. 2. 

been reversed. He also gave a satisfactory explanation as to why the scribe used 
to write first on the inner side with the horizontal fibres. On the inner side of 
the roll the writing was better protected than on the exposed outer side, and the 
scribe continued on the latter only when he had insufficient room on the inner 
side. In order to write a book the' scribe therefore laid down the roll before him 
with the short side of the papyrus vertical, unrolled a part of the papyrus, wrote 
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his text as a column of lines of reasonable length, and after having arrived near 
the bottom of the papyrus, continued in a second column farther to the left, 
leaving between the two columns a narrow blank space. 

In order to write a letter the scribe pro ceded differently. He laid down the 
roll with the short side horizontal and the rolled part of the papyrus near his 
body (fig. 2), and Started to write the roll on the original horizontal fibres, which 
thus became vertical. This is proved by the faa that the reCfo, i.e. that side of the 
letter which contains its beginning, is in almoSt all cases written on fibres running 
vertically and that the occasional joins, i.e. the places where the papyrus leaves 
composing the roll were glued together, are all horizontal I. Coming down to 

( fu ll roll . 42-44 em.. ) what he judged to be a,t 
<quartered ro ll. 11 ern. ) leaSt the half of what he 
IT'!TTTTTTTTTmm-rmmTTTTTlrTTTmTTTTTl'TTTTTTTTTTTTTI'TTTITTT1- - -- - ---- -- - -. - - . - •• --- -. - -. - • • • -- ---.-.- --.- •• , intended to write, the 

~ __ halved roll. 21 -22 ern . __ ~ 

Fig. 3. 

scribe cut off the part 
covered with writing by 
a horizontal cut running 
across the fibres. The 
height of the letter thus 
depended only on the 
scribe's will and in faa 
varies very considerably 
in our series, from 9,5 
cm. in Bibl. Nat. 197, 
IV to 32,5 cm. in Pap. 
Phillipps 2. The breadth 
of the letter on the con­
trary was conditioned by 
whether the scribe had 

halved (ca. 22 cm. high) or quartered (ca. II cm. high) the normal roll (fig. 3). 
In accordance with this the breadth of our letters lies between 10 cm. of Bibl. 
Nat. 196, II 3 and 23 cm. ofBibl. Nat. 199, 14; nearly half of them, over 20 cases, 
are 21-22 cm., this being the half of the normal height of the papyrus roll (Moller, 
Hierat. Paliiographie, II, p. 5)' 

After having cut it off the scribe turned the detached letter vertically (fig. 4), 
moving the top of the sheet towards himself and continued to write on the verso, 
on the horizontal fibres, till he finished his communication. This explains why 
the top of the reCfo, i.e. the beginning of the text, is alwtJ.Ys placed againSt the 
bottom of the verso; the scribe never turned the sheet horizontally. 

The end of the communication usually occurred before the bottom of the verso 
was reached, and the remainder of the space between the laSt line of the verso and 
the bottom has been left blank. What the scribe did in the rare cases where he 

1. Two joins Turin 1971; one join Turin 1973; 2069; Geneva D 192.4°7; Bibl. Nat. 199,5-9' 
2. 44 cm. of Brit. Mus. 10375 is an exceptional case. Cf. below, p. XX for the explanation. 
3. This is the only case in the series of a quartered roll. 
4. 24,5 cm. of Brit. Mus. 10375 again is exceptional; cf. note :i.. 
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had not succeded in crowding all his communication on to the verso is exemplified 
by Geneva D 407 . . There the scribe turned the sheet once more vertically and 
continued again at the top of the reffo, above the beginning of the letter. But 

Fig. 4. 

\ 
\ 

\ 
\ 

~~~~~I --------------,\ 
~ _::::::::=:::::::1; 

Fig. 5. 

even if this continuation at the top of the reffo was not necessary, the scribe made 
a second vertical turn into the original position in which he had written the reffo 
and began to fold the letter into horizontal folds Starting from the bottom of the 
recto. These folds can very often be observed Still, the rolled letter having 
subsequently been crushed into horizontal Strips. The width of these folds 
regularly increases from bottom to top, a clear proof that the bottom of the reffo 
was inside the rolled letter. When the letter was entirely rolled the scribe had 
before him a thin roll exposing the bottom of the verso which he had left blank 
(fig. 5)' This roll he bent again in the middle and moving the right-hand end 
backwards towards the left-hand end, he joined both loose ends of the roll and 
faStened them together with String. This central bend often results in a vertical 
break in the now unrolled letters and can .be well observed in Turin 1974 + 1945, 
Geneva D 192, Cairo 58061, Bib!. Nat. 198, III I. Ultimately the scribe wrote the 
address on the exposed bottom of the verso, i.e. his own name as sender to the 
left of the String and the name of the recipient to the right, each name on an 
opposing free side (fig. 6 a, b). An address wrongly written upside down is 
shown in Bib!. Nat. 197, IV. This was caused by moving the left-hand end or 
the roll forward towards the right-hand end; in this way the address is found 
not at the very bottom of the tJerso, but on the second fold and upside 
down, when the letter was again unrolled (fig. 7). The String usually bore a seal 

name of recipient, Address. name of sender 

I~iiiiil/ \ iii iiiim 
I \/ I 

stri ng 
b 

fold stri ng 

Fig. 6. - The two sides of a ready letter. 

i\----------------lii~~~ " 
) \!:-~~---------: ::----:-

, , 
" " " .... --------

Fig. 7. 

in clay provided with an impression of the sender's ring or scarab. The letters 
of our series, all except three, arrived at the collections in an unrolled State and 
their seals had been loSt. The exceptions are the three letters Berlin 10487-10489 

1. An exceptional break at 1/3 from the left hand border is found in Brit. Mus. 1°412. 
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which reached the Berlin Museum Still tied together with a piece of cloth bearing 
the seal (Erman, Bin Fall abgekiirzter Justiz, p. 15). That s'ealing letters was in 
common use is shown by a series of XIXth Dyn. letters, Leiden I 360, 363-367, 

. published with their seals by Leemans, Aegyptische hilratische Papyrussen, pI. 171, 
173-178. 

Infinitely rarer-as a matter of fact, we find only one possible example in our 
series, Brit. Mus. 10375, if indeed it is not a palimpsest-was the proceeding in which 
the scribe held the papyrus before him in the manner usual for writing books, 
namely the position in which the fibres of the inner side of the roll remained 

join 

cut 

Fig. 8. 

horizontal (fig. 8) , In this case he Started near 
the right hand border of the papyrus, chose an 
appropriate length for his lines and wrote till 

1.1 the bottom of the papyrus was reached. He 
I. 2 then cut off his text by a vertical cut to the 

left of the text and turned the sheet vertically I. 3 
so as to continue at the top . of the verso, 

I. 4 which was thus again placed opposite the 
I. 5 bottom of the reao. For the rest of the letter 

he acted as usual. It is clear that in this case I. 6 

the reao of the letter is on the horizontal, the 
I. 7 verso on the vertical fibres, and that if a 

join occurs, it must be vertical. Judging 
from the contents of our example, this way 
of writing seems reserved for long and im­
portant letters having almost the character of 

official documents. This is confirmed also by the oDvious fact that the scribe used 
for this letter the full (unhalved) normal roll, as revealed by the height of the let­
ter, 44 cm., which has been shown above to be exceptional in the case of letters. 

Both proceedings just described suppose that the scribe took a hitherto un­
inscribed papyrus. As papyrus was, however, comparatively expensive, the scribe 
very often took old letters, washed the writing off, and used the papyrus again 
for a new letter. We call such papyri palimpsest. The previous writing was some­
times so completely deleted that no traces of it are now visible, and only the dark 
grey colour of the papyrus, due to smudged ink having penetrated into its pores, 
suggest that the papyrus is palimpsest (Turin 1972, Bibl. Nat. 197, IV ; 197, V). 
Sometimes, however, the washing was done so carelessly that the old writing 
is Still more or less visible; it may even be legible, e.g. Cairo 58061. Using in this 
way old, already shaped sheets of papyrus, the scribes had no special reason for 
Starting their letter on the vertical fibres. Usually they do, it is true, but sometimes 
they Start on the horizontal fibres, so that the rec10 is HjV and the verso V jH I. 
A special and quite unique case is Berlin 10487, formed by two pieces gummed 
together in the wrong way; both reao and verso are in part VjH, in part HjV. 

1. Brit. Mus. 1°3°0; Bib!. Nat. 196, I; 199, 4; pap. Bournemouth, Gardiner fragt. Bib!. Nat. 198, III, 
though not palimpseSt, is probably an old loose sheet, as suggeSted by two old holes. 
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E. ADDRESS 

While the inner form of the letters, their Style and the formulae employed, muSt 
be reserved to the projected commentary, some discussion is desirable here with 
respect to the address, as it is upon this that the classification adopted in the 
present volume depends. 

An Egyptian letter has two addresses: one in the body of the letter at its very 
beginning, the other separated from the text at the bottom of the verso. It is this 
latter that was visible when the letter was rolled and sealed. The former, giving 
the names and titles of the sender and of the recipient, correspond to the opening 
words and the signature of our own letters. In the following we shall diStinguish 
both kinds of address, whenever necessary, and shall speak of inside and outside 
addresses respectively. In moSt cases, of course, they are identical and no diStinction 
will be required. 

It is generally recognised that the form of address "A /WWW\ B" means" (from) A 
to B", A here being the sender, and B the recipient. This is no doubt true I, but 

" when classifying the letters of the group the present writer became aware that 
this is not the only form of address which occurs, and-what is more discon­
certing-that even the formula "A /WWW\ B" does not always signify "(from) A 
to B". 

The Egyptians always showed such reverence to their superiors, both innate 
and foStered by their education, that it is a priori unlikely that an Egyptian sender 
would put his own name firSt in the formula" A ( /WWW\ ) B" in cases where the re­
cipient was his superior in grade, for the laws of precedence were always Strictly 
observed. 

We have two examples of address of the form" A B", where we are able to show 
that this muSt not be interpreted as "A (to) B" with the preposition /WWW\ omitted, 
but as "(To) A (from) B". In Pap. Berlin 10494 the inside address reads "I-fori, 
the deputy ~f the estate if Amon-rasonther; Tjaroy, scribe if the Royal Tomb; Pent~atnakhte, 
scribe if the army [ if] the temple if King Usimarer -miamun, in the estate if Amun". The 
outside address agrees with this order, only shortening the titles of the laSt two 
persons: " I-fori, the deputy if the estate if Amon-rasonther; the scribe Tjaroy; the scribe 
if the army Pent~atnakhte" .. The formula used is therefore "ABC" which could be 
underStood, applying the simpleSt explanation, as "(From) A (to) BC " or 
" (From) AB (to) C". Both ways are, however, ruled out: the firSt, "(From) 
A (to) B C" by the fact that in the body of the letter at leaSt two persons 

1. This form and meaning are found in Bibl. Nat. 197, III; 196, I; 197, V (only trace of outside address); 
Geneva D 187; Turin 1973; 1975; Brit. Mus. 1°3°0; Turin 1974 + 1945; Brit. Mus. 1°412; Berlin 1°487; 
10488; 1°489; Geneva D 191; Cairo 58061; Turin 1979; 2069; 2021, verso; Turin, without number; Bibl. 
Nat. 197, IV. 

When there are several recipients, the formula is: , 
. "A /WWW\ BC": Turin 1972; Leiden 1370; Brit. Mus. 10326 ( /WWW\ deStroyed); Brit. Mus. 10100 ( /WWW\ des-
troyed); . 

" A /WWW\ B /WWW\ C" : pap. Griffith; Bibl. Nat. 196, II; 
"ABC" : Leiden 1369; Geneva D 192 (outside address "A /WWW\ B"). 
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speak, conStantly using the plural "we"; the second by 11. 8-9, which show 
that C, "the scribe of the army} Pent~atnakhte" was at the same place as B at 
the same time and cannot, consequently, be the addressee of the letter. In 
view of these difficulties the firSt editor, Dr. A. H. Gardiner, adopted a third 
alternative, according to which ABC are all "persons by whom the letter was 
despatched". He thought that "the name of the intended recipient is not men­
tioned, a faCt which in itself points to his having been a personage of some 
importance". The present writer thinks it improbable that the letter would have 
mentioned the three despatching persons with all their titles and have omitted 
the name of the recipient, which was at leaSt equally important. As a matter of 
faCt, outside our group there are sometimes found letters which do not contain 
the name of the sender, but letters where the name of the recipient is missing 
are rare I. If we adopt the interpretation "(To) A (from) BC", all becomes clear, 
for a "deputy of the estate of Amon-rasonther" was certainly a person important 
enough to be named firSt in the address and to JUStify the respeCtful terms used 
by two simple scribes. 

The other obvious case is Brit. Mus. 10375, showing an inside address "ABCD", 
where A is the ''fan-bearer at the right of the King} rqyal scribe} commander of the 
army} high-priest of Amon-ra[sonther], etc., [PiJonkh", in short, the son of the 
prieSt-king I:Jril?-or, and where B, C and D are "the two chief-workmen", "the scribe 
of the Rqyal Tomb Butehamun" , and the "guardian Kal" respeCtively. The text of 
the letter is unintelligible unless we> suppose that these four men speak to 
Pionkh 2. The outside address reads "The commander of the army of Pharaoh 
~ ::: ~ ~ ~ Ijj ~ n !, n ". The "commander of the army" is none other than 
Pionkh, and as we know from other sources that ~wtiw n p, br were the two 
chief-workmen and the scribe of the Royal Tomb 3, w~ cannot but underStand 
the outside address as signifying "(To) the commander of the army (from) the sergeants 
of the Rqyal Tomb", the /W'MM being here, as Dr. Gardiner pointed out to me, a 
writing of the plural of the definite article n, which cannot be dispensed with 
before the word (zwtiw. 

A clear proof that /W'MM does not always mean "to" is found in the inside address 
of Turin 1971, which has the form "A /WWM BCD". A is here "the scribe of the 
Rqyal Tomb D~utmose") B "the scribe of the Rqyal Tomb Butehamun"} C and D 
two songStresses of Amlin named Shedemdet and I:Jemshere respeCtively. The 
letter, however, was not written by D~utmose to the other three persons; the 
words "we say to Amonrasonther" (1. 3) and "may we embrace thee" (1. 9) show 
that the writers were plural in number, and consequently the letter was despatched 
by Butehamun and the two ladies to Dl?-utmose. The apparent difficulty that the 
writers occasionally use the 1st person sing. can easily be removed if we suppose 
that the letter was written by the aCtual hand of Butehamun, who will have 

I. Cf. Bulletin de l' Inst.franf. d'A rch. orientale, XXXV (1935), 53-5 4. 
2. SPIEGELBERG, Correspondance.r, p. 10, does not seem to have grasped the real situation. 
3. This is certain from the Royal Tomb documents, not merely probable as Feet thought (Tomb Robbe-

ries, p. 13)· t 
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spoken for himself, forgetting that the letter was intended to be in the name of 
the two ladies as well. As /WW'M n is elsewhere unknown with the meaning "by", 
the only reasonable explanation seems to be that it here Stands for a horizontal 
Stroke - separating the names of sender and adressee. 

There are two other cases, Bib1. Nat. 197, II ("AB" without .""'-"M) and Geneva 
D 407 ("A /WW'M B"), where doubts arise whether A is really the sender and B the 
recipient. But the uncertainty is such, that the present writer has preferred to 
adopt the regular interpretation "A to B" and has classified them accordingly 
reserving all discussion and doubts for the commentary. Weare safer in the case 
of Brit. Mus. 10284 ("A /WW'M B"), where A is ShedsuJ:or, a prieSt of ?at~or and 
chief of bowmen, and B the scribe of the Royal Tomb Butehamun. From the 
text we learn that the recipient was in a diStant country (1. 5) and that the writer 
commends to him the scribe of the Royal Tomb Tjaroy (11. 7-10), which well 
agrees with Butehamun being the sender, for a chief of bowmen is the more 
likely of the two to have been abroad. Probably ShedsuJ:or had been sent on a 
military expedition, and there had to take care of Tjaroy-this Tjaroy being 
possibly identical with the "scribe of the Royal Tomb DJ:utmose" whom we 
know to have been Butehamun's father. And laSt but not leaSt the outside 
address reads ~ Q> ~ Q ~ ~ l.& I -= I Q> ~ ~ l:!i :! Q> Q> Q> I:i1 + Q> ~ ~ l:!i i.e. the letter is said to 
be addressed to Tjaroy and ShedsuJ:or. ' 
, Quite clear cases of "A /WW'M B" meaning "(To) A (from) B" seem to be Brit. 
Mus. 10417 and Pap. Phillipps. In both A is "D~utmose, scribe of the Royal 
Tomb" and B AmenJ:otep, prieSt of the deified king AmenJ:otep I. The two 
letters were written in . Thebes, where the writer was taking care of the scribe 
Butehamun and of Shedemdet (Brit. Mus. ' 10417, 1. 9) and praying before the 
king Amen40tep for the, welfare and happy return of the recipient (Brit. Mus. 
10417, verso 3 ; Phillipps, 11. 15-16). All this agrees with the supposition that 
Amen~otep was the writer, whereas Dhutmose is known to have been often 
absent from Thebes accompanying the "Commander of the army" on his military 
expeditions, the woman Shedemdet and his son Butehamun being left at home. 
Dl,1utmose muSt be the recipient of these two letters, for their recipient is far 
away from Thebes and the "Commander q/ the army" is said to be "his lord" 
(Brit. Mus. 10417, 11. 6. 12; Phillipps, 1. 9). . 

In several letters the inside and the outside addresses do not agree, the 
outside address containing the name of the scribe of the Royal Tomb Tjaroy, 
whilSt the inside address would lead us to expeCt the name of the scribe D4utmose 
(Turin 1973 ; Pap. Griffith; Brit. Mus. 10326 ; Leiden I 369 ; Turin 1971). This 
caused Erman (Ein Fall abgekurzter Justiz, p. 17) to suggeSt the identity of Tjaroy 
and Dl,1utmose and as far as the present writer can see up to now, there is nothing 
definite to disprove that view. Therefore the identity has been assumed in the 
arrangement of this book. 

The addresses of Berlin 10487, 10488 and 10489 have been explained by 
Gardiner, Journal of Manchester Egypt. Society, 1912/13, p. 63. The three letters 
were found tied together, though according to their inside addresses they had 
been des patched by the same person, the " Commander of the army", to three different 
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persons, 10487 to the scribe Tjaroy, 10488 to one Payshuben, and 10489 to a 
lady named Nodjme. As far as the outside addresses are concerned 10487 bears 
((The agent of the Commander of the army Payshuben to the scribe of the Commander of the 
army I\enkhnum", 10488 has .no outside address at all, and 10489 has "The chief 
of the hartm of Amon-rasonther, Nodjme to If.enkhnum, scribe of the Commander of the 
Ar11'0'." Gardiner shows that these outside addresses are secondary and that 
Nodjme returned her letter, 10489, to ~enkhnum, the secretary of the Com­
mander, while Tjaroy handed his (10487) over to Payshuben, and Payshuben 
returned it with his own (10488) to ~enkhnum. 

In three cases the outside address does not contain the name of the sender, but 
is conceived upon the pattern: ~ ~ r Q (i.e.srt, "letter", feminine in Egyptian) MWM 

B "it will go to B" I, though the sender A is mentioned in the inside address. 
The three cases are: Bib!. Nat. 197, IV ; pap. Phillipps; Brit. Mus. 10284. 

Finally there is an isolated letter with "A 5 B", "A sa.ys to B" inStead of the 
inside address (Bib!. Nat. 199, I). -

1. tw.s n· + name of person evidently corresponds to l lll.! r + name of place. For the latter conStruction, 
cf. ERMAN, Nag. Gr. § 71 0 . 
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